COMMISSIONERS’ CORNER

Mercer County Long Range
Transportation Plan Adopted

What is a Long Range Transportation

Plan?

& The LRTP is a blueprint for how we'll utilize
federal transportation fundi ng Li-] imprnw
infrastructure and travel in Mercer County over
the next 20 years.

s It helps

LranSpo: sjects to prioritizg, like fixing
roads and bridges, improving safety, and
making travel more accessible for everyone.

on to receive federal
3 hat resources are
used efficiently and fairly.

s The plan

is updated avery five years to reflect

RADIO PROJECT UPDATE

Mercer County’s first responder radio project continues to
make steady progress, with significant work taking place on
the infrastructure needed to support the new system. Tower
construction is moving forward and crews are continuing work
on the sites that will provide the coverage and reliability
needed by police, fire, EMS and other first responders
throughout the county.

At the same time, testing of the radio system is underway.
County representatives and project partners recently traveled
to Harrisburg to test the system and evaluate its performance
under a variety of conditions. The testing is an important step
in identifying and addressing any issues before the system
moves further toward implementation and ensuring that the
equipment performs as expected before it is installed.

Work is also continuing on fleet mapping for the radio
channels. This process involves determining how channels will
be organized and programmed for the county’s various
departments and emergency response agencies so that users
can communicate effectively while maintaining appropriate
interoperability. Together, the tower construction, system
testing and fleet mapping represent important milestones as
Mercer County moves toward a modernized radio system
designed to provide first responders with dependable
communhnications when they need them most.

The Moving Mercer Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP)
was officially adopted on September 15, 2026, by th
Shenango Valley Area Transportation Study (SVATS)
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO).

The LRTP provides a long-term transportation framework fo
Mercer County, identifying transportation needs
opportunities, projects, and strategies to help guid
investment through 2050. The plan addresses highways
bridges, transit, bicycle and pedestrian connections, safety,
freight, and other transportation priorities.

Residents and community partners can view the Executiv
Summary and interactive StoryMap here:
Moving Mercer LRTP - Executive Summary & StoryMap

The full Long Range Transportation Plan is available on th
Mercer County Regional Planning Commission website unde
Transportation Plans.


https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/R8_fC8XyOQCk2mghnfggiyZjaq?domain=storymaps.arcgis.com

DEPARTMENT SPOTLIGHT: DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

The Mercer County Department of Public Safety is made up of two county departments, the Mercer
County Emergency Management Agency (EMA) and Mercer County 9-1-1. The department is under the
supervision of one director, two deputy directors (one for EMA and one for 9-1-1) and numerous other
employees and support staff.

Mercer County 9-1-1 is a 24/7/365 agency that answers and processes all emergency calls for the
citizens and visitors of Mercer County. Between calls processed, dispatched and non-emergency
calls for service, the center handles approximately 200,000 calls/dispatches per year. We
dispatch calls for 24 fire departments, 22 law enforcement agencies, 5 transporting ambulance
companies and other federal, state and local support agencies. All telecommunicators are
nationally certified in APCO and emergency police, fire and medical dispatch through the
National Priority Dispatch Association. New telecommunicators receive approximately 16 weeks
of full-time training before they can answer and process calls. In addition to the director and
deputy director, there is one quality assurance and training coordinator, 5 full-time shift
supervisors, 20 full-time dispatchers, a GIS Coordinator, a CAD (Computer Aided Dispatch)
administrator, and varying numbers of part-time dispatchers.

The Mercer County Emergency Management Agency is the strategic planning arm of the
Department of Public Safety. It provides hazardous materials response resources and assets,
participates in counter terrorism activities, and planning and training functions. The principal
role of Emergency Management is planning, response, recovery and mitigation. Hazardous
weather, hazard mitigation, LEPC (Local Emergency Planning Committee), radiological, response
to hazardous materials incidents, communications and the liaison with all municipalities of
Mercer County, and outside agencies, are just a few of the responsibilities of Emergency
Management. The agency has many assets that are available to the field responders of Mercer
County, including but not limited to, a mobile incident command post, traffic control trailers,
light towers, a drone and numerous other related support functions. The agency is on call 24/7
and is available to assist any requesting agency.

Mercer County Commissioners to Host
Middle School Civics Summit at Grove City College

The Mercer County Board of Commissioners will host the 2nd Annual Middle School Civics Summit on Fri., Nov. 20, 2026,
from 8:00 a.m. to noon at Grove City College bringing together fifth- and sixth-grade students from across the county
for a morning focused on civic education, leadership, and active citizenship.

The summit is designed to give young students an engaging introduction to how government works and how they can
become involved in their communities. Through discussions, guest speakers and interactive activities, students will
learn about government structure, voting, civic responsibility, community service, and the role citizens play in shaping
their communities.

The 2026 summit will feature five sessions:
» “Rock the Vote” — Exploring the importance of voting and civic participation
» Community Service — Learning how individuals can make a difference through service
* Local Government — Understanding the role of local government and its impact on residents
» County Government — Learning about the responsibilities and services provided by county government
» Mercer County: Past, Present & Future — Exploring Mercer County's history while looking toward its future
Continued on next page
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Middle School Civics Summit (con’t)

Students will also have the opportunity to interact directly with elected officials, community leaders, and civic
professionals, providing them with a firsthand look at public service and civic engagement.

“The Civics Summit is an opportunity to introduce students to the importance of being informed and involved members
of their communities,” said Commissioner Ann Coleman. “We want students to leave with a better understanding of how
government works, but also with the knowledge that they can play an important role in the future of Mercer County.”

Each Mercer County school is invited to select five students from fifth and/or sixth grade to participate. Schools are
responsible for providing transportation to and from Grove City College. Homeschooled students are encouraged to
register. Contact Ann Coleman at acoleman@mercercountypa.gov for registration information.

The summit is coordinated by Ann Coleman, Frank Gargiulo, and John Inman.

Mercer County Agriculture & Conservation Center Update



mailto:acoleman@mercercountypa.gov

Agriculture Economic Contribution to
Mercer County

Mercer County’s Agricultural
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), 2020 to 2025/
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HERE’S

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS
'OCTOBER IN

MERCER COUNTY.

Vintage Pumpkin hpm’ & Ever L}lhmg Nice
» Fall Crafternoon Floral Event
230 Oect. 25

il : 4
Time: 1:30 - 3:30 PM
Date: Sunday, Oct. 25
f Place: Prince of Peace Center,
502 Darr Ave., Farrell, PA
$75 ticket includes:
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0% Vision Wordks

Thriving With
Vision Loss Expo

Wednesday, October 21, 2026
10am - 2pm

Free and open to all members of the community

3056 East State Street,
Hermitage, PA 16148

p ~
t \*‘I V| E
o

[N

Charity

BINGO %
NIGHT °

to benefit
Erfsqfﬂa-

TailsofHopaWPA.org

Hotbed by @

&

W WEST-E

8399 SHAROM MERCER RD
MERCER. PA 14137

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2026 dag can fosd or dey i

Pl 10 Pl Tl o Fbha S bt il
Ipgal Famiies in newd Thisgh
Mhercas County Food Bank, sur (25

T:00PM = ¢:00PM

I Volunteer Services

|m~qmmmmm onling
Iumm& and emirgency houging

Il@ih‘\}ﬂduhhmﬁm FFA and court
lwumwﬂwmm

| —TTTE—
= Anaitable on a rolling basis:
|
I * Undergraduabe, graduate, prodessional,
I « Avocate bor MiclImdimission;
1 Fubliz poicy, fiscalprogram oversight
siralagic plaring,

I-Dmreachand spacial events;
I*IJ‘IIKA! ELDPONT;

* High schocl commurity servce.

’-----

Emergency Services
Suppert, i e rieTel 24T
Prong, ioaf, or drmct mosaging s

Ar Enprgenry Apeppnes Adroprds (TRA)

iy aanfiaiiie BT

= Egmets vl e 3t Emergency Dupanmanes

I LA Fore ermermibeFarmed),
Algrpny Mpailt Msteon,

I CRepaan Gy Shuven Sagaona! Moo Cavior
= Tranaport 12 ams oacy housng

I = LS, Wil G Ty et ieh Si

I & Sipper IncE policE NEse

EAEREENCT HEAlEsah
= vt SEVDCROY. B0 OriuDE.
I - Aogionsi nousing mtes bcated i Soame
(rrermile and Growe (ify areas:
& PYONS o ain Sailelie.

= Prenare T foesing program for

W] o ol E e ke b
I = Artaksity suopord = Carn otondraton
‘ + VL BOWCRCY BETakcs

N

Education and Training

Saminars onling of in-person;

[

WWLmert o olers
Of wichim rikabed tOpIcS.

Slnulemam;ﬂnﬂ pevention Seres
Tor public, cherier, and pamdchial schools

Sagsions for communily, youlh:-Sening
and tath organizations.

Exhibits and special events about domestic,
emotional and sexusl vidlenca,

J{f

Our Mission

To advocate, educate, and
suppor all peogle in
Mercer L'.nunt‘rlmua{.tr-u by

Find us on the webh!

[ ] merceraware 888-081-1457
D Mercerawane Mmlnmrrammﬂu P
@ mErCErcounty wansing -

Mon-Residential Services

= pdhidchal At ey,

= Bujend gowe

& Life Skl

= e heiif S polRsTE TH RiRlabie

IELIER MICTIM ADSU LRCY
K pararihp betrwser ARV ind Marper drea
Ay o Qg ' Bt IE RS 07 Sy
wriaTs W e Ee G0y e older.

= lacin dupl adeos ncy,

= Lozl mabwonzacp and ool scosimganiras

= b rearfgamsnt

& Care (moriraien

Do Ll adazz i Fwdps B iz rovigsee
ol ®o bl o criminl SO Do
SEMVICRE | NCi-:
= Soun meangereend kr aflrore
afoi il 1
B Damede ol PR
W S A BT SR

# Sariom orm N e o wictisact domertc”
; = i e (FF

sl widler o @0 are urder 18 e okl

o il ikl il 44 S + Dl BECiMpariTRT 1o el
= Child Advetacy Cenler suoporl DGERANGA, whan Chiigad & s Nied
sl an R

= Whghibe L gl Astwcass iravels Moo
Coussty b suppert shcima ining bs roml
el e GNTmOR

JAWARE

o n o Feasdon al sioknce

OCTOBER 3% '/ 6:00




FAL L TICKETS ON SALE

\
.w Wine | Becn | Serr Tasmnc: S25/e™* 21 o oven
- E ST ChuCook-Or: $10/n
. Purchase at the Greenville Chamber Office
or

Purchase Online (applicabie fees apply)

=y
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Chiu Cook-Or ConTesT
Deadline to Register is October 2nd

New This Year is our first Chili Cook-Off
The contest is open to community members, businesses, and
resturants. Bring your best recipe and show off your
chili-making skills! Event attendees will have the chance to
taste, vote,and help crown the winner.
Contest details and registration can be found on our website
W
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MERCER COUNTY FOOD BANK
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First Floor Rotunda in the Red Wagon
QUESTIONS?
o 724-662-7511 @ Velerans@mercercountypa.gov
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Scarecrows in the Park is open to any business, organization, or individual. g ! D » 7 4 Cciiﬁ%ﬁ _ THE ARK § i

Scarecrows are set up in Central Park and put on display for the public to vote on
from October 12th through October 31st.

Entry Fee: $15

Prizes: Cash prizes for 1st and 2nd place

Entry Deadline: Friday, October 9th

Judging: Judging will take place on the chamber website. The community will
vote for their favorite scarecrow

NEW THIS YEAR: We are opening up the contest to include Main Street businesses.
Businesses with a store front on Main Street may enter the contest and securely
display their scarecrow in front of their store front.
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