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Proper Disposal

Paint
A Guide to Doing it right in Lawrence and Mercer Counties

Paint is Hazardous?
Paint is a common household product and it is easy to accumulate quantities of waste paint. 
This makes it one of the most common types of household hazardous waste. There are two  
types of paint, oil-based and latex. Latex paints are generally less hazardous than oil based.  
Both types contain four parts: a resin, solvent, pigments, and additives each of which may  
contain hazardous components.

What shouldn’t I do with my unwanted/old Paint?
Don’t pour paint down the drain. Most wastewater treatments plants are not equipped to  
process hazardous materials. In addition to potential problems at the treatment plant, these  
materials are released directly into the environment.

Don’t put liquid paint into your trash. Solidify it first (see options below). Liquid paint can mix  
with other materials and be released into the environment.

What do I do with my unwanted/old Paint?
• Use it. If paint will mix when stirred, it is probably useable. Oil-based paint can be good for  

up to 15 years and latex up to ten, provided it hasn’t been repeatedly frozen.

• Buy only what you need. On a per ounce basis, quarts are more expensive than gallons.  
However, if you only need a quart, don’t buy a gallon that you will probably never use and  
need to dispose of down the road.

• Use a collection center. Use an ECS&R (Environmental Coordination Services & Recycling)  
drop-off site in Crawford or Butler County. Contact them at 1-866-815-0016. The Crawford  
site is open from 9 AM – 4 PM Monday through Friday. Butler is by appointment only. Both  
of these sites also accept electronics and other hazardous materials. Fees apply.

• Donate it. Quantities of good usable paint may be of interest to organizations (such as play  
houses or Habitat for Humanity) and schools for theatrical productions and other activities.

• Solidify it. Pour your old paint onto kitty litter or another absorbent material. Once dry, the  
paint can be placed in your trash and you can recycle the can.

• Solidify it with paint hardeners. This product comes in a small packet that when mixed with  
waste paint, solidifies the paint in about 20 minutes. Paint hardeners are available through  
many hardware and paint stores. Once the paint is solidified, you can toss it into the trash.  
Just make sure the lid is kept off of the can so that your trash hauler can see no liquid is present.


